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This captivating excerpt is from the recent publication “Boylston Veterans of the 

Revolutionary War- The Alarm of 1775” by Patricia Bartram, Nancy Filgate, 

James Flagg, Merry Hill and Vicky Triolo. The veterans in their book were pioneers 

who experienced, war, and even indictment and murder.  Our veteran, John Wright 

served as a witness in the Counterfeiting Scheme right here in town!  Unfortunately, 

the early life of John Wright of Shrewsbury who marched as the drummer from 

Shrewsbury's Second Precinct in Captain Robert Andrews’ company in response 

to the Lexington Alarm of 19 April 1775, was difficult to document, but his life here 

is not without intrigue.1,2  

 

Finding the Right John Wright: Inconclusive Roots 

The late Boylston historian, William Dupuis, surmised that John and Jane Wright from Rutland 

may have been our veteran's parents and that he was likely born about 1760.3 However, birth 

records of Rutland do not substantiate children being born to this couple in the Town of Rutland.4 

  

There was a John Wright born in Rutland in 1738 who was the youngest son of Cyprian Wright 

and his wife Hannah Burke. Cyprian and Hannah’s children were: William, born 19 March 1733; 

Samuel, born 19 February 1735; and John, baptized 3 June 1738.5,6 Was this John Wright our 

veteran?  Sadly, not. Cyprian Wright died 29 June 1739 when he drowned in Muschopauge Pond 

in Rutland. His widow, Hannah, was named administrator of the estate on 24 July 1739.7,8 Several 

years later, on 16 May 1745, Timothy Brown of New Hampshire was named the guardian of 

Samuel Wright, nine years of age and seven-year-old John Wright.9 We can conclusively know 

our veteran was not the John Wright who was the son of Cyprian and Hannah, because their son 

John was listed as deceased on the final distribution of Cyprian's estate in 1757, whereas his 

children William and Samuel received their inheritance.10  

  

French and Indian War 

How did John Wright come to be in Shrewsbury? The first 

official record of John Wright of Shrewsbury can be found 

in the military records of the French and Indian War. John 

Wright appears as having received two meals on a military 

billeting account rendered by a Henry Baldwin “for 

victualling men returning for the service to their respective 

homes in 1758.” Wright was in Captain Jonathan Foster’s 

company, Colonel Ebenezer Nichols’ regiment in this 

account dated Shrewsbury 9 March 1759.11 Could our 

veteran have come to Shrewsbury through a connection to 

Henry Baldwin? As evidence, Baldwin, who ended up in 

Shrewsbury himself, was originally from Woburn and there 

were many Wrights in Woburn’s history.12,13 Plus, a John 

Wright served for Woburn regiment. John Wright entered 

military service on 4 April 1758 and was discharged 29 

October 1758 having served for seven months and 27 days.14  

 

John Wright of Shrewsbury  

The North Parish of Shrewsbury  church and Vital Records 

of Shrewsbury records indicated that John Wright who had 

the 2nd seat in the long front gallery of the Meeting House 

was living in Shrewsbury in 1764.15  A record of a marriage 

intention dated 23 June 1764 listed John Right, “of 

Shrewsbury” and Jane Crossett “of Lancaster.” The marriage 

took place the next year, on 30 April 1765, and John Wright 

was still “of Shrewsbury” while Jane Crossett was then “of 

Templeton." Reverend Ebenezer Morse, the first minister of 

the North Parish Church of Shrewsbury, officiated at their 

marriage.16,17  
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Jane Crossett was the daughter of John Crossett and Elizabeth, his wife. The Crossett family, John, 

Elizabeth and their seven children - William, James, John Jr., Mary, Margaret, Jane and Martha - 

had been “cautioned out” by the Templeton town fathers on 22 March 1763.18 The practice of 

“warning out” or “cautioning out” by the town officials usually meant that the town was not 

actually asking them to leave the town, but was protecting itself against having to financially 

support the new family at some time in the future. However, this family’s warning was more 

strongly worded in that they were warned to “depart out” of Templeton by a warrant under hand 

and seal of the Selectman.19 

 

John Wright and his wife, Jane, had two daughters while 

living in Shrewsbury: Martha, born 25 December 1765; 

and Lucy born 23 June 1767.20,21  

 

 

Alarm of April 1775 

As previously noted, John Wright served under the 

command of Captain Robert Andrews for four days as a 

drummer during the Alarm in April of 1775.22 Since 

Wright was married at the time and had children born in 

1765 and 1767, he would have probably been about 30 

years old, when he served as the drummer of the 

Minutemen who answered the alarm from the Second 

Precinct of Shrewsbury.  John Wright was listed as one of 

the 87 men of Captain Ezra Beaman’s regiment from the 

Second Precinct on 6 June 1777.  This unit marched to the 

Bennington Alarm.23 

 

 

Witness to Counterfeiting 

During the war, the British used counterfeit Continental 

money as a means of economic warfare. In April 1777 John 

Wright, cordwainer, was a witness in the indictment 

against some Shrewsbury counterfeiters including one 

Solomon Horton [Houghton] from Lancaster, Province of 

Massachusetts Bay. Solomon Houghton was a strong 

defender of the Crown and the first husband of 

Deliverance Ross.24,25 Fearing retribution, the Loyalist 

Solomon Houghton fled from his Lancaster home in May 

1778, disappearing from the area. He fled first to New 

York and from there was then "under the power of the fleets armies of the said King." The next 

year, in September 1779, a judge ordered the confiscation of the property of Houghton, the 

"absentee," who had freely renounced all civil and political relations to the United States and was 

so considered an "alien." Houghton's confiscated property included his 80-acre homestead, another 

30 acres of land and 30 acres of woodland.26 Solomon's homestead would be later known as 330 

Linden Street, Boylston. 

 

The other defendant accused of counterfeiting was Jotham Bush. Major Ezra Beaman, prosecutor 

for the Shrewsbury Committee of Safety and Correspondence, “had become suspicious of his 

brother-in-law Jotham Bush and the activities taking place at the Bush Tavern.” As evidence was 

brought forward, it was discovered Jotham’s sons, David and John were also involved in the 

counterfeiting scheme.27   

 

It is interesting to note that Jotham’s son, Jotham Bush, Jr., was a staunch Patriot who held a 

Colonel's commission in the State Militia during the war.28 Many of the witnesses in this 

counterfeiting case were patriots and members of Captain Robert Andrews’s Minutemen who 

responded to the Alarm on 19 April 1775 or soldiers who would become members of Captain Ezra 

Beaman’s company during the Revolutionary War.29  
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John Wright’s 1st Wife Dies, Marries 2nd Deliverance Houghton 

Jane Crossett Wright, "Mrs. Wright," passed away in Shrewsbury on 20 October 1780. The next 

year John Wright married the aforementioned Deliverance Ross Houghton, who has been the wife 

of Loyalist Solomon Houghton in Shrewsbury on 26 September 1781 with Reverend Ebenezer 

Morse officiating.30,31 

 

At the time of her marriage to John Wright, Deliverance was classified as a “widow,” as her 

husband, a loyalist, had disappeared. The Houghtons had 11 children born to them during their 

marriage, seven of whom were between the ages of five years and 20 years old in 1781.32,33 

Wright's own daughters would have been 16 and 14 years of age, respectively, at the time of his 

second marriage.  

 

It is interesting that a woman whose first husband of nearly three decades who was a Loyalist 

would then marry an ardent Patriot!  

 

 

 

 

 

To learn more about John Wright and the lives of the other 46 

veterans of the Revolutionary War from town, stop by The 

Boylston Historical Society to read “Boylston Veterans of the 

Revolutionay War- The Alarm of 1775” or purchase your own 

copy while supplies last! 
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 The Counterfeiting Scheme 

 

Worcester February 14th 1777 

“I have apprehended the within named Jotham Bush and brought him before Samuel Baker 

one of the Justices of the Peace for said County.” 

 

With this short note Deputy Cyrus Fairbanks reported the arrest of Jotham Bush, proprietor 

of the Bush Tavern in Shrewsbury’s Second Precinct. Along with the Reverend Ebenezer 

Morse, Jotham Bush was one of Shrewsbury’s most prominent British loyalists and an 

opponent of the Patriot cause. Bush had acted upon his convictions by participating in a 

secret campaign to debase the new paper currency of the United States. 

 

Prior to the Revolution each of the 13 colonies had issued their own paper money, much of 

which was still in circulation. The Continental Congress issued the first bills of  

“Continental Currency” in 1775 to purchase resources for the growing Continental Army. 

Paper money was considered a “Bill of Credit,” with a promise to pay the bearer in silver 

coin if they presented it for redemption. 

 

The British as a form of economic warfare in an effort to retaliate against the patriots, 

flooded counterfeited versions of the “Continental dollars.” They began to issue the 

counterfeit currency after they occupied New York in August 1776. Loyalists were 

encouraged to pick up batches of forged currency in New York and distribute it among the 

states.  The idea was no economy, no war. The mass production and dissemination of fake 

currency undermined the nation’s economy. With British encouragement, some Loyalists 

began to print their own counterfeit version of the currency. By 1779 one dollar of the 

“Continental dollar” had declined to a value of 12 cents in coin. 

 

In early 1777 several Shrewsbury patriots, including Ezra Beaman, Amariah Bigelow, and 

John Wright, began to suspect that Jotham Bush was printing counterfeit Continentals at 

his tavern. After he was observed passing counterfeit bills in Malden, the Middlesex County 

court ordered his arrest. Jotham Bush failed to appear for his trial in April 1777, but several 

witnesses provided evidence against him. John Wright testified that “it was thought by some 

that the money-making business was carried on at Mr. Bush’s and that he counterfeited it 

himself.” He had observed other men hanging around Bush’s house for some time “where 

they frequently kept one of them walking in the road back and forth near said Bush’s 

outhouse where they kept curtains over the windows.” 

 

The jury found Jotham Bush guilty and the court once again ordered his arrest. He was 

placed on a ship in Boston Harbor, where he died of smallpox within months. He lies in 

Boston’s Granary Burying Ground, unaware that bills of Continental Currency can sell to 

collectors for thousands of dollars today. 


