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July News from Boylston 

Boylston Man Missing-in-Action 
By Judy Haynes 

 

Recent 250th Revolutionary War celebrations of our nation conjured up thoughts of 

other ‘revolutionary’ war times, namely World War II.  While the fighting was not 

on this soil, our young men enlisted and gave their time and youth to the global war 

taking place in Asia as well as in Europe.   

 

In the White House Franklin Delano Roosevelt governed and in Massachusetts it was Governor 

Leverett Saltonstall who held office from 1939-1945. Boylston was ruled by Selectmen Thomas 

V. Butler, Leon McDermid, and Jacob Hakala.1 

 

While Europe saw war as early as 1939 when the Nazis invaded Poland, it was a few years before 

the U.S. became totally emerged in the war effort.  It was December 8, 1941 that the U.S. entered 

the war after a horrific attack by the Japanese on the United States Pacific fleet at Pearl Harbor.  

Thus, in 1943-1944 it had become over two years that U.S. life was made to accommodate for the 

changes brought on by this war.  There was food rationing as well as some cutbacks on how much 

clothes and shoes one could buy.  Scrap metal drives began to support military production.2  All 

had to do their part.  This was no less true when Boylston’s young men headed into war zones.  

 

The war was in full swing in the Pacific as well as Europe when on July 6, 1943 the newscasters 

reported the “U.S. and Japanese ships were fighting … in the Solomons.”  July 19th saw “The 

Allies bomb Rome for the first time.” And one of the “heaviest” aviation bombing assaults took 

place over Hamburg, Germany July 25,1943.  Key events of 1944 included D-Day with the 

invasion at the beaches in Normandy, an operation to liberate Nazi-occupied France; and in late 

1944:  December, 1944 – January 1945, saw the Battle of the Bulge.3 

 

News- July 1944 

Names and photographs of men in uniform appeared in the local papers. Two brothers from the 

Slack family in Morningdale were serving.  Private Robert J. Slack was stationed at Fort Bliss, 

Texas and his older brother, Staff Sergeant Steven P. Slack was in France.  They were the sons of 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Slack of Main Street, Boylston. Private Richard French was home on leave 

and was able to participate in his grandmother’s birthday party.  Mary French turned 81 years old 

on July 22, 1944.4  Since sugar was one of the items tightly rationed, one wonders if sweet cake 

appeared at the birthday bash. 

 

It is with special thanks we give to the French family who donated Mary French’s newsclips and 

scrapbooks, a treasure trove of news of those days. These are but two samples of some of the many 

veterans whose names appeared in print.   A full list of those who served during WWII can be 

found on page 560 in the Boylston Historical Series – over 80 names!5 

 

Boylston Man Missing-in-Action 

One of the news clips brought frightening news of a “Fort Gunner From Boylston Missing” – that 

of Staff Sgt. Fenton H. Bean.  He was a “tail gunner on a Flying 

Fortress” and was missing in action in Europe since December 

20,1943 “according to a message from the War Department to his 

wife, Mrs. Barbara McDougald Bean.”   

 

He had first enlisted September 30, 1941 at Fort Devens, 

Massachusetts and later entered the Army Air Force October 14, 

1940 and was sent overseas September 10, 1943.  Mother and 

baby daughter were living with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Daniel 

McDougald of Cross Street.6   

 

Sergeant Bean was captured by Germany and was imprisoned at 

Stalag Luft 3 as a prisoner of war.   

“Fenton moved to Boylston in his late teens and was a die sinker 

at Wyman Gordon Co., in Worcester, Mass when he enlisted in the 

Army. Served in the 390th Bomb Group of the 8th United States 

Army Air Forces. Served as tail gunner on a B-17. On a mission 

bombing an airplane plant in Bremen, Germany, flak hit the 

airplane and he was ordered to bail out. He parachuted and was 

captured by the Germans. Staff Sergeant Fenton H. Bean was a 

prisoner of war in Stalag 17B Austria for over a year. Three other 

Boylston men who had also worked for Wyman-Gordon were at 

Stalag 17B with him: George Bragden, Fletcher DeWolfe, and 

Gilbert G. Pratt”.7 

 

Fortunately, he survived, returned home, and lived until he was 

73 years old, dying in 1995. The Historical Society has Sgt. 

Bean’s uniform in their Clothing Collection. Watch for it on 

display during our Memorial Day and Veterans’ exhibitions. 

 

Boylston has had young men and women in every war proudly serve.  Thank you one and all!  

 
1 Boylston Historical Series, Filgate edition, 2012, p.556 
2 Wikipedia, WWII history. 
3 Ibid. 
4 News clips from the Mary French Scrapbook collection, Boylston Historical Society 
5 Boylston Historical Series, Filgate, 2012, p.560. 
6 “Boylston news clip, Mary French collection, January, 1944 with some information from the internet on Fenton Bean 
history. 
7 Fenton Hurley Bean Grave Memorial, Pine Grove Cemetery, findagrave.com 
Editor, Nancy O’Loughlin Filgate, Director and Curator, Boylston Historical Society and Museum, Inc. 
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Boylstonians  
Prisoners of War Together 

Staff Sgt Fenton H. Bean 
Staff Sgt Gilbert Pratt &  

George Bragden 


